
 
The Twin City Game 

 
Single Class Era 1919-1970 

Boldface indicates teams that played again in the state tournament 
 
Year 

 
Score 

 
Comments 

 
1919 

 
St. Paul Humboldt 21 Mpls. 
South 12 

 
The 1st TC Game was in 1919 because this was the 
1st year that Minneapolis schools played basketball. 
St. Paul crowned its 1st champion in 1912. The TC 
Game originated as a state tournament playoff game, 
which infuriated both Minneapolitans and St. Paulites. 
The 2 cities comprised half of the state’s population 
and they got just one state tournament berth, and in 
1919 it was just one of 14 state tournament berths. 
Humboldt lost to Chisholm at state to finish 10-2. 

 
1920 

 
No Game 

 
Mpls. Central and St. Paul Mechanic Arts won their 
respective conferences. No TC Game was played 
because Mechanic Arts declined to compete for a 
state tournament berth under the format discussed 
above. The Minneapolis champion, Central, also 
declined to play and finished 3rd in the national 
tournament. Mpls. South played at state and won one 
game.  

 
1921 

 
Mpls. Central 19 St. Paul 
Central 9 

 
This time Mpls. Central went to the Minnesota state 
tournament and won the state championship, finishing 
at 13-1. 

 
1922 

 
St. Paul Johnson 16 Mpls. 
South 15 

 
The TC champion—again, representing half of the 
state’s population—was just one of 16 state 
tournament teams this year. Johnson lost to Mankato 
to finish 13-3. 

 
1923 

 
St. Paul Johnson 17 Mpls. 
Central 15 

 
This time, both city champions were invited to play in 
the state tournament so this was, in a sense, the 1st 
true TC Game—that is, not also a regional playoff. 

 
1924 

 
No Game 

 
Both champions played in the state tournament. 
Johnson won one game, Mpls. South won 3 and took 
2nd place. 

 
1925 

 
No Game 

 
Once again, Minneapolis declined to compete for a 
state tournament berth. St. Paul Mechanic Arts won 
the state title as the state tournament featured just 8 
teams for the 1st time. They tied the eventual state 
Catholic champion, St. Thomas, 21-21, during the 
regular season. The Trainers then needed 2OT to 
defeat Princeton in the region final 25-20. Their only 
loss came in the national tournament. 

 
1926 

 
Mpls. Edison 31 St. Paul 
Johnson 21 

 
Minneapolis returned to the fold and went to the state 
tournament at 10-1 but lost to Gilbert 29-11. 



 
1927 

 
Mpls. South 29 St. Paul 
Johnson 16 

 
South trounced Johnson. Still, it was a surprise when 
South won 3 upsets and the state title with one of the 
worst records of all champions of the single class era 
at 12-5. 

 
1928 

 
Mpls. Edison 36 St. Paul 
Johnson 20 

 
Edison returned to the state tournament as a co-
favorite but lost to Moorhead 29-16 in the final.  

 
1929 

 
No Game 

 
Again, Minneapolis declined to participate in the TC 
Game or the state tournament. St. Paul Mechanic Arts 
was the St. Paul champion and finished 4th at state at 
just 11-10. 

 
1930 

 
No Game 

 
Minneapolis passed on the TC Game and the state 
tournament again. Mpls. South went to the national 
tournament and won one game. St. Paul Mechanic 
Arts won the state title, upsetting 2-time defending 
champion Moorhead 23-13 to finish 23-2. 

 
1931 

 
No Game 

 
The MSHSL initiated a new format in which both 
Minneapolis and St. Paul could play in the state 
tournament but they had to defeat neighboring schools 
to do so. St. Paul Central defeated Stillwater and 
Northfield to go to state, while Minneapolis still 
declined to play. 

 
1932 

 
No Game 

 
St. Paul Johnson lost to Northfield in the Region 4 final 
and so St. Paul did not play at state for the 1st time 
since 1928. 

 
1933 

 
Mpls. North 18 St. Paul 
Central 14 
 

 
Minneapolis rejoined the MSHSL and returned to the 
TC Game for the 1st time since 1928. Central lost to 
Red Wing 24-18 in Region 4, while North lost to Red 
Wing 16-13 in the state final. 

 
1934 

 
No Game 

 
This time Mpls. South declined to play in the TC 
Game. In place of the TC Game, the St. Paul City All-
Stars defeated Cretin 20-19. Mechanic Arts won the 
city and Region 4 and finished 2nd at state. South won 
its city and region and finished 5th. 

 
1935 

 
Mpls. Edison 24 St. Paul 
Humboldt 20  

 
Edison went into the state tournament undefeated but 
lost to Austin in the semis. Humboldt finished 6th at 14-
6. 

 
1936 

 
Mpls. Edison 30 St. Paul 
Central 13 

 
Edison again went into the state tournament as the 
favorite but lost to Buhl 41-32 in one of the biggest 
upsets in tournament history. Central lost to Red Wing 
in the region. 

 
1937 

 
Mpls. Edison 35 St. Paul 
Johnson 17 

 
Edison won the state title at 15-1 and was regarded as 
Minnesota’s best team ever. 

 
1938 

  



St. Paul Central 21 Mpls. 
North 14 

St. Paul got its first TC Game win since 1923. Both 
teams went to state. North turned the tables 34-27 in 
the state semi but lost to Thief River Falls in the final. 

 
1939 

 
St. Paul Central 18 Mpls. 
Marshall 16 

 
This was a big upset. Central lost to South St. Paul in 
the section while Marshall went to the state final 
before losing to Mountain Lake 37-31. 

 
1940 

 
Mpls. Marshall 40 St. Paul 
Harding 25 

 
Later in the week the St. Paul All-Stars beat the Mpls. 
All-Stars 36-35, and then beat Cretin 27-25. Marshall 
lost a big upset to Breckenridge in the state semis. 

 
1941 

 
Mpls. Marshall 36 St. Paul 
Johnson 17 

 
Marshall was not so highly regarded this time, and lost 
to Mpls. Washburn in the district. Johnson did not 
make it to state either. 

 
1942 

 
Mpls. Marshall 37 St. Paul 
Washington 30 

 
Washington finished just 14-11 but made it to state 
where they lost a couple of games. 

 
1943 

 
Mpls. Edison 39 St. Paul 
Washington 26 

 
Both teams made it to state, where Edison lost to 
Austin 39-36. Washington had defeated Austin 17-16 
during the regular season and did so again 21-18 in 
the semis. Washington then hammered Alexandria 55-
33 to win the state title at 21-4. (The MSHSL says they 
were 22-2, but the St. Paul City Conference says  
21-4.) 

 
1944 

 
Mpls. Patrick Henry 32 St. 
Paul Humboldt 26 

 
Henry went on to win 3 state tournament games by an 
average of 46-27.  

 
1945 

 
Mpls. Patrick Henry 52 St. 
Paul Mechanic Arts 36 

 
This time Henry won 3 state tournament games by an 
average of 54-36. 

 
1946 

 
Mpls. Washburn 28 St. Paul 
Monroe 17 

 
Washburn went to state and finished 6th. 

 
1947 

 
St. Paul Marshall 41 Mpls. 
Washburn 35 

 
St. Paul Marshall went to state featuring Leon Combs 
and Curtis Russell, the first African-Americans to play 
in the tourney since 1918. They finished 6th. Washburn 
lost to Mpls. Marshall in the district and Mpls. Marshall 
finished 4th at state. 

 
1948 

 
No Game 

 
Minneapolis schools were closed in March due to a 
teacher’s strike. St. Paul Washington was the first 
unbeaten city champ in 16 years but lost to Anoka in 
the region final. 

 
1949 

 
St. Paul Washington 39 Mpls. 
Central 30 
St. Paul Humboldt 39 Mpls. 
Vocational 36 
Mpls. Washburn 44 St. Paul 
Monroe 35 

 
There were three-way ties for the title in both 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, so they played three TC 
Games. Humboldt went into the post-season at just 
11-5 and needed OT to defeat St. Paul Marshall 32-29 
in a district semi-final. But, in the end, they won 9 
straight games and the state title. They lost to the 
state Catholic champ St. Thomas 47-38 in the regular 



season, however. Mpls. Central also made it to state, 
where they lost to Humboldt in a semi-final 53-47. 

 
1950 
 

 
Mpls. Vocational 50 St. Paul 
Washington 38 

 
Neither team made it to state. Vocational had defeated 
Washington 46-37 during the regular season. 
Vocational’s star was big Bob Peterson, who later 
became the father of St. Louis Park, U of M and NBA 
star Jim Peterson. Catholic champion St. Thomas beat 
Washington 42-29.  

 
1951 

 
St. Paul Washington 52 Mpls. 
Edison 50 

 
2nd place St. Paul Monroe made it to state where they 
lost 2 games. Edison lost in Region 5. Catholic 
champion St. Thomas again beat Washington 54-43. 

 
1952 

 
Mpls. North 44 St. Paul 
Washington 39 

 
Neither team advanced to state. 

 
1953 

 
Mpls. Roosevelt 59 St. Paul 
Marshall 53 

 
Neither team advanced to state. 

 
1954 

 
Mpls. North 48 St. Paul 
Central 43 

 
Neither team advanced to state. 

 
1955 

 
Mpls. Washburn 60 St. Paul 
Mechanic Arts 42 

 
Washburn won 3 games and the state championship 
by an average score of 68-52. 

 
1956 

 
Mpls. Roosevelt 74 St. Paul 
Wilson 54 

 
Roosevelt won 3 games and the state championship 
by an average score of 83-57. 

 
1957 

 
Mpls. Roosevelt 55 St. Paul 
Murray 32 

 
Roosevelt repeated as state champ by an average 
margin of 72-60. Red Wing beat Murray 57-39 in the 
region, then lost to Roosevelt 59-51 in the state final. 

 
1958 

 
Mpls. Central 59 St. Paul 
Wilson 51 

 
Both teams lost in their district. 

 
1959 

 
Mpls. South 50 St. Paul 
Central 46 

 
Both teams lost by a total of just 10 points in their 
region finals. South lost to eventual state champion 
Wayzata 51-47. Central had clobbered South 58-40 in 
the regular season. 

 
1960 

 
Mpls. Patrick Henry 55 St. 
Paul Mechanic Arts 46 

 
Neither team advanced to state. 

 
1961 

 
Mpls. Roosevelt 57 St. Paul 
Central 43 

 
Roosevelt won Region 5 but was disqualified from the 
state tournament for using 2 ineligible players in the 
region final. Roosevelt had defeated Central 51-39 in 
the regular season. 

 
1962 

 
Mpls. South 70 St. Paul 
Wilson 36 

 
South lost to eventual state champion St. Louis Park 
62-49 in the region final. 

 
1963 

 
Mpls. North 54 St. Paul 
Central 39 

 
Central got to the region final before losing to Anoka. 
North lost to Mpls. Central in District 15. 

   



1964 Mpls. West 73 St. Paul 
Mechanic Arts 50 

Mechanic Arts and Mpls. Central each got to their 
region final before losing. 

 
1965 

 
St. Paul Central 53 Mpls. 
Edison 44 

 
Central breaks the string of 13 straight wins for the Mill 
City. Minneapolis had already led 16-8. Now they lead 
29-9. Central got to state and finished 5th. 

 
1966 

 
Mpls. Central 70 St. Paul 
Central 56 

 
Neither team got to the region final. 

 
1967 

 
St. Paul Central 64 Mpls. 
Central 62 

 
St. Paul Central got to state and finished 6th at 23-3. 
Mpls. Central lost to eventual state champion Edina 
81-57 in the region final. 

 
1968 

 
Mpls. Patrick Henry 48 St. 
Paul Highland Park 47 

 
Highland Park got to state and lost to Moorhead 108-
89 in the highest scoring tournament game ever. 

 
1969 

 
St. Paul Central 69 Mpls. 
Central 62 

 
Mpls. South upset Mpls. Central in the district and 
went to state, where they lost 2 games. St. Paul 
Central got to the region final. St. Paul Central had 
defeated Mpls. Central 60-56 in the regular season. 

 
1970 

 
Mpls. Central 54 St. Paul 
Murray 45 

 
Neither team got to a region final. Minneapolis closed 
out the single class era with a 32-11 lead in the TC 
Game. Mpls. Edison led the way with 6 wins, but none 
since 1943. 

 
Two Class Era 1971-1996 

 
Year 

 
Score 

 
Comments 

 
1971 

 
No Game 

 
The calendar did not cooperate. St. Paul schools 
started post-season play the following day and 
declined to participate. Mpls. Central finished 3rd at 
state. 

 
1972 

 
St. Paul Murray 55 Mpls. 
North 52 

 
Murray advanced to the state tournament where 
they lost to the eventual Class A state champs St. 
James 57-51. North was favored in Class AA but 
lost to Austin 69-52 in the 1st round. 

 
1973 

 
St. Paul Highland Park 82 
Mpls. Washburn 50 

 
The worst loss ever by a Minneapolis champion in 
this game. Neither team made it to state. Highland 
Park finished 20-2 with a 9-point loss to the 
eventual state champion Anoka in the region. 

 
1974 

 
St. Paul Mechanic Arts 69 
Mpls. Washburn 58 

 
St. Paul’s 1st 3-peat. Washburn is the first 
Minneapolis team to lose consecutive TC Games, 
but went to state and finished 3rd. 

 
1975 

 
Mpls. North 74 St. Paul 
Highland Park 51 

 
Not one but 2 St. Paul teams (and none from 
Minneapolis) went to state. Highland Park lost 2 
games in Class AA, while runner-up Mechanic Arts 
won 2 in Class A—50-49 in OT and 34-33—before 



losing to Chisholm in the final 41-33. It was a 
rematch of the 1934 final won by Chisholm 29-27. 

 
1976 

 
Mpls. Central 59 St. Paul 
Highland Park 44 

 
Neither team made it to state, though Mpls. 
Marshall-U and North both did. Marshall-U won 3 
games and the Class A title, North lost 2 games. 

 
1977 

 
Mpls. Central 68 St. Paul 
Highland Park 57 

 
Central tied Edison with 6 wins in the TC Game. 
Highland ties Johnson (1926-27-28) with 3 straight 
losses. Both Central and Highland made it to state, 
where Central again defeated the Scots 73-59 in a 
consolation semi-final. Marshall-U settled for 5th 
place in Class A. 

 
1978 

 
Mpls. Washburn 58 St. Paul 
Humboldt 37 

 
Washburn finishes 3rd at state. 

 
1979 

 
St. Paul Central 65 Mpls. 
North 55 

 
St. Paul Central and Mpls. Central both go to state. 
St. Paul Central finishes 2nd to Duluth Central 62-
54. Mpls. Central takes 5th. 

 
1980 

 
Mpls. North 65 St. Paul 
Central 59 

 
North joins Mpls. Central and Edison with 6 TC 
Game wins. Both teams go to state where North 
wins its 1st title. St. Paul Central finishes 6th. Central 
beat North 71-59 in the regular season. 

 
1981 

 
Mpls. North 68 St. Paul 
Central 54 

 
Both went to state. Central finished 3rd and North 
5th. This is the 1st time 2 teams had played 3 
straight years. North also takes the lead with 7 TC 
Game wins, a lead that it will never relinquish. 
North beat Central 75-62 in the regular season. 

 
1982 

 
Mpls. North 66 St. Paul 
Central 60 

 
North defeated Central 67-64 in a consolation 
semi-final. North joins Edison (1935-1937) and 
Mpls. Marshall (1940-1942) with a 3-peat, and 
North and Central play for a record 4th straight year.  

 
1983 

 
Mpls. Southwest 56 St. Paul 
Johnson 37 

 
Neither team went to state, but North did and 
finished 6th. 

 
1984 

 
Mpls. North 74 St. Paul 
Central 60 

 
Both teams go to state where North finishes 2nd 
and Central 3rd. North defeated Central 65-53 in the 
regular season. 

 
1985 

 
Mpls. North 61 St. Paul 
Central 60 (OT) 

 
The 1st TC Game to go OT. Central lost to St. 
Thomas, then a member of the St. Paul 
Conference and just 3rd place, 70-66 in the region. 
North then hammered St. Thomas 83-54 at state, 
and finished 2nd to White Bear Lake for the 2nd 
straight year. Central and North had earlier played 
to a 38-38 tie that was called at the end of 
regulation due to a wet floor. 

 
1986 

 
Mpls. North 57 St. Paul 
Central 55  

 
Both teams went to state where Central defeated 
North 49-48 for 3rd place. Once again, Central and 



North also played in the regular season, Central 
winning 57-56. 

 
1987 

 
Mpls. North 57 St. Paul 
Central 53 

 
Neither team, nor anybody from Minneapolis or St. 
Paul, went to state. North beat Central 68-56 in the 
regular season. 

 
1988 

 
St. Paul Central 60 Mpls. 
North 51 

 
Neither team, nor anybody from Minneapolis or St. 
Paul, went to state. North defeated Central 60-53 
and 73-64 in the regular season. 

 
1989 

 
St. Paul Central 87 Mpls. 
South 80 (OT) 

 
The 2nd OT TC Game. Both teams went to state 
where Central finished 4th and South 5th. South had 
defeated Central 79-67 during the regular season. 
This closed a period in which St. Paul Central won 
10 of 11 city championships, and played in 10 TC 
Games, winning 3. Their conference record was 
149-7, their overall record 211-37. Central played 
in 7 state tournaments, earning hardware 4 times. 

 
1990 

 
Mpls. Roosevelt 61 Cretin 60 
(OT) 

 
This was the start of a period in which Cretin won 
or tied 11 of 14 St. Paul City titles before being 
kicked out of the conference. Cretin got to state, 
while Mpls. North knocked off Roosevelt in the 
section, then defeated Cretin 60-54 at state. North 
finished 2nd. 

 
1991 

 
Cretin 61 Mpls. Roosevelt 
45 

 
Both teams got to state, where Cretin again 
defeated Roosevelt 74-62 in OT in the Class AA 
final. 

 
1992 

 
Mpls. Roosevelt 60 St. Paul 
Central 58 

 
Cretin had tied with Central for the St. Paul title, 
and Cretin and Mpls. South made it to state. South 
lost 2 games, while Cretin finished 2nd to Anoka. 

 
1993 

 
Mpls. Roosevelt 75 Cretin 59 

 
Cretin returned to state and Roosevelt did not, 
despite its impressive TC Game performance. 
Cretin won 3 games to win its 2nd state title in 3 
years. This concluded Roosevelt’s 4-year run as 
Minneapolis champion with 3 TC Game wins but 
just one state tournament to show for it. 

 
1994 

 
Mpls. Washburn 77 Cretin 71 

 
Washburn had defeated Cretin 100-95 in 3OT in 
the regular season. Washburn won 3 games and 
the state title, while Cretin won just 1 of 3 at state 
and finished 6th. 

 
1995 

 
Mpls. North 78 Cretin 62 

 
North beat Cretin again in a state quarter-final 51-
48 en route to an undefeated state title.  

 
1996 

 
Mpls. North 65 Cretin 47 

 
North returned to the state tournament and 
repeated as champion with one loss. 

 
1997 

 
Mpls. North 92 St. Paul 
Highland Park 71 

 



North was the 2nd team ever to 3-peat as state 
champion, while Mpls. Roosevelt also made it to 
state in Class AAA and finished 3rd. 

 
1998 

 
Mpls. North 61 St. Paul 
Central 52 

 
North had defeated Central 60-43 during the 
regular season. They finished 4th in Class AAAA. 
This marked North’s 2nd 4-peat in the TC Game 
(1984-1987 and 1995-1998).  

 
1999 

 
St. Paul Highland Park 76 
Mpls. Patrick Henry 75 

 
Both teams advanced to the Class AAA state 
tournament where Highland Park became the 1st 
St. Paul public school in 50 years to win a title. 
Henry lost in OT in the 1st round. Mpls. North 
finished 4th in Class AAAA. 

 
2000 

 
Mpls. Patrick Henry 68 Cretin 
53 

 
Henry advanced to state and won the AAA title. 3rd 
place St. Paul Central defeated Cretin in the 
section and lost its only game in the AAAA 
tournament. 

 
2001 

 
Mpls. Patrick Henry 68 Cretin 
67 

 
Henry repeated as AAA champion, while Cretin 
finished 3rd in AAAA. 

 
2002 

 
Cretin 81 Mpls. Patrick Henry 
75 

 
Henry 3-peated in Class AAA. 2nd place Mpls. 
North defeated Cretin 55-54 in the AAAA region 
and took 3rd at state. 

 
2003 

 
Mpls. Patrick Henry 75 St. 
Paul Harding 67 

 
Henry completed its 4-peat in AAA while 2nd place 
North won the AAAA title. 4th place St. Paul Como 
Park made it to state and took 3rd place in AAA. 
Cretin tied for 1st in St. Paul for its 11th title in 14 
years with a record of 129-10 in those 11 years. In 
those 11 years, there were 7 state tournaments, 2 
state titles, but just 2 wins and 7 losses in the TC 
Game. This year also marked the end of Mpls. 
Henry’s run of 5 Minneapolis titles, 5 state 
tournaments, 4 state titles and 3 TC Game titles. 

 
2004 

 
Mpls. North 61 St. Paul 
Johnson 59 

 
Johnson got to state and finished 4th. North did not 
. 

 
2005 

 
Mpls. North 77 St. Paul 
Central 72 

 
Nobody from Minneapolis or St. Paul advanced to 
state. 

 
2006 

 
Mpls. North 72 St. Paul 
Johnson 59 

 
North defeated Johnson 75-72 in the regular 
season. Johnson got to state and finished 4th. 

 
2007 

 
St. Paul Johnson 79 Mpls. 
Patrick Henry 77 

 
Henry had clobbered Johnson 81-61 in the regular 
season. Johnson got to state but lost its only game. 

 
2008 

 
St. Paul Central 93 Mpls. 
Patrick Henry 81 

 
Henry got to state in AAA as did St. Paul Como. 
Henry finished 4th while Como lost its only game. 

 
2009 

 
Mpls. Washburn 67 St. Paul 
Johnson 64 

 
Johnson had defeated Washburn in 2OT in the 
regular season. Washburn then defeated Johnson 



91-66 in a Class AAA state semi-final en route to 
the state title. Johnson finished 3rd. 

 
2010 

 
St. Paul Johnson 92 Mpls. 
North 67 

 
Johnson went on to win the Class AAA title at 32-0. 
They had defeated Class AAAA champion Hopkins 
86-78 in a holiday tournament game. 

 
2011 

 
Mpls. Washburn 85 St. Paul 
Johnson 80 

 
Johnson lost a huge upset to New Prague in their 
only state tournament game.  

 
2012 

 
Mpls. Washburn 90 St. Paul 
Johnson 89 

 
Washburn defeated Johnson 75-66 in a state AAA 
semi-final, then lost to DeLaSalle 57-56 in the final. 
Johnson finished 3rd. 

 
2013 

 
St. Paul Johnson 99 Mpls. 
Southwest 72 

 
Johnson finished 4th in Class AAA. 

 
2014 

 
St. Paul Johnson 91 Mpls. 
North 81 

 
Johnson defeated St. Paul Central 75-67 and 78-
60 during the regular season but lost to Central 60-
56 in the section. Central then lost big to DeLaSalle 
at state. 

 
2015 

 
St. Paul Johnson 123 Mpls. 
North 119 (2OT) 

 
One of the great games of the 21st century. 
Johnson made it to the AAA final where they lost to 
DeLaSalle 82-64. 

 
2016 

 
Mpls. North 83 St. Paul 
Central 70 

 
North had beaten Central 83-71 in the regular 
season. North made it to state in Class A after 
coming close to closing and suffering a precipitous 
decline in enrollment. North still fielded an elite 
basketball team, however, and it steamrolled the 
Class A competition by an average of 80-44, for an 
all-time tournament record 36 point average 
margin. 

 
2017 

 
Mpls. North 81 St. Paul 
Central 65 

 
North repeated in Class A by the record margin of 
96-50. 

 
2018 

 
Mpls. North 84 St. Paul 
Johnson 58 

 
North moved up to Class AA but lost in the section, 
so far the 1st time since 2005 and for just the 2nd 
time this century, nobody from the Minneapolis or 
St. Paul City conferences made it to state. This 
may have marked the end of the Johnson dynasty 
under coach Vern Simmons, who retired. The Govs 
won or tied for 14 of 15 city titles with a record of 
153-8. They made 8 of 15 state tournaments with a 
title in 2010. 

 
2019 

 
St. Paul Central 77 Mpls. 
North 74 

 
North finished 2nd to Minnehaha in Class AA. 
Central lost to East Ridge 64-52 in the Section 
3AAAA final.  
 

 
2020 

 
Mpls. North 86 St. Paul 
Johnson 79 

 
For North, it was their seventh straight game, for 
Johnson their twelfth in 17 years. North was among 



the favorites for the state title in Class AA when the 
tournament was cancelled due to the coronavirus. 
Johnson was upset in its first section game, which 
proved to be coach Vern Simmons’ final game, 
while St. Paul Humboldt and Washington at least 
won one game before being eliminated.  
 
North has won 27 Minneapolis City titles in the 50 
years of multi-class ball with 20 state tournaments 
and 7 state titles to become the dominant inner city 
power of the era. In TC Games, they are 19-8 in 
the multiclass era and just 4-1 in the single class 
era for a total record of 23-8, making them the 
overall leader in wins and apperances. 
 
Meanwhile, St. Paul Central (which remains in 
Class AAAA) and Johnson (Class AAA) and Cretin 
(no longer a member of the city conference) have 
won or tied 37 of the last 39 St. Paul City titles, as 
St. Paul’s liberal transfer rules have facilitated the 
formation of super-teams (Central or Johnson) 
within the city. But, a great many of St. Paul’s best 
athletes are also transferring out of the city, 
principally in recent years to Minnehaha. 
 

 
2021 

 
No Game 

 
For the first time in 50 years, there was no TC 
Game due to COVID. Mpls. North won the 
Minneapolis title at 9-0, 15-2 while St. Paul Central 
and Highland Park tied in St. Paul at 10-2 (Central 
was 11-3, Highland 10-3 overall). It was Highland’s 
first title of the 21st century (since 1999). 

 
2022 

 
Mpls. North 59 St. Paul 
Johnson 56 

 
Both North and Johnson were undefeated in their 
respective city conferences. North went on to finish 
2nd in Class AA, while Johnson was beaten by 
Mpls. Henry (9-15, 6th place in Minneapolis) 74-70 
in the 1st round of AAA play.  

 
2023 

 
Mpls. North 86 St. Paul 
Johnson 72 

 
Johnson won its 17th city title and played in its 14th 
TC Game since 2004. Its record dropped to 5-9 
since 2004 and 7-17 overall. North improved its 
record to 20-5 in the TC Game since 1980. 
 
In the multi-class era, Minneapolis enjoys a 37-15 
edge in the TC Game for a total as of 2023 of  
69-28. 
 

 

How Many TC Games Won and Lost 

 
Minneapolis 69-28 (Last Win) 

 
St. Paul 28-69 (Last Win) 

 
North 26-8 (2023) 

 
Central 10-20 (2019) 



Washburn 8-3 (2012) 
Roosevelt 7-1 (1993) 
Patrick Henry 7-4 (2003) 
Edison 6-2 (1943) 
Central 6-4 (1977) 
Marshall 3-1 (1942) 
South 3-3 (1962) 
West 1-0 (1964) 
Southwest 1-1 (1983) 
Vocational 1-1 (1950) 

Johnson 7-17 (2023) 
Humboldt 2-3 (1949) 
Highland Park 2-5 (1999) 
Washington 2-5 (1951) 
Cretin 2-7 (2002) 
Marshall 1-1 (1947) 
Murray 1-2 (1972) 
Mechanic Arts 1-4 (1974) 
Harding 0-2 
Monroe 0-2 
Wilson 0-3 

 
 

TC Game Top 20 Teams 
 

 
1. Mpls. North 1995 (30-0) 

 
North 78 Cretin 62 

 
2. Mpls. Roosevelt 1957 (27-0-1) 

 
Roosevelt 55 Murray 32 

 
3. Mpls. Edison 1937 (15-1) 

 
Edison 35 Johnson 17 

 
4. Mpls. North 1996 (28-1) 

 
North 65 Cretin 47 

 
5. Mpls. Patrick Henry 2000 (28-1) 

 
Henry 68 Cretin 53 

 
6 (tie). Mpls. Patrick Henry 1944 (24-1)  
and 1945 (24-1) 

 
1944 Henry 32 Humboldt 26 
1945 Henry 52 Mechanic Arts 36 

 
7. St. Paul Johnson 2010 (32-0) 

 
Johnson 92 North 67 

 
8. Mpls. North 1997 (25-3) 

 
North 92 Highland Park 71 

 
9. Mpls. Central 1921 (13-1) 

 
Mpls. Central 19 St. Paul Central 9 

 
10. Mpls. Roosevelt 1956 (20-3) 

 
Roosevelt 74 Wilson 54 

 
11 (tie). Mpls. Patrick Henry 2001 (28-2)  
and 2002 (30-3) 

 
2001 Henry 78 Cretin 77 
2002 Cretin 81 Henry 75 

 
12. Mpls. Washburn 1955 (22-1) 

 
Washburn 60 Mechanic Arts 42 

 
13 (tie). Cretin-Derham Hall 1991 (27-1) 
and 1993 (28-1) 

 
1991 Cretin 61 Roosevelt 45 
1993 Roosevelt 75 Cretin 59 

 
14. Mpls. Roosevelt 1961 (21-0) 

 
Roosevelt 57 Central 43 

 
15. Mpls. Washburn 1994 (27-1) 

 
Washburn 77 Cretin 71 

 
16. Mpls. North 1980 (23-2) 

 
North 65 Central 59 

 
17. Mpls. Patrick Henry 2003 (26-6) 

 
Henry 75 Harding 67 

 
18. St. Paul Washington 1943 (21-4) 

 
Edison 39 Washington 26 

  



19. Mpls. North 2017 (32-2) North 81 Central 65 
 
20 (tie). Mpls. North 1984 and 1985 

 
1984 North 74 Central 60 
1985 North 61 Central 60 (OT) 

 
 
 

They Played in a TC Game 
 

 
1919-1945 

 
1946-1970 

 
Don “Red” Mattson, Mpls. Marshall 1940 
Jim McIntyre, Patrick Henry 1945 
Martin Norton, Mpls. Central 1921 
Ray “Black” Rasey, St. Paul Central 1921 
Willie Warhol, Edison 1937 

 
Jim Fritsche, Humboldt 1949 
LeRoy Gardner, St. Paul Central 1965 
Jim Hill, St. Paul Central 1967 
Dave Nelson, Roosevelt 1961 
Tom Nordland, Roosevelt 1957 
 

 
1971-1996 

 
1997-2023 

 
Ben Coleman, North 1979 
Andra Griffin, Mpls. Central 1977 
Arvesta Kelly, Cretin 1993 
Brett McNeal, North 1985 
Redd Overton, North 1980 
 

 
Khalid El-Amin, North 1997 
Maurice Hargrow, Highland Park 2001 
Lawrence McKenzie, Patrick Henry 2003 
Estan Tyler, Johnson 2011 
Jabbar Washington, North 1997 

 

 
Minneapolis 

 
St. Paul 

 
Khalid El-Amin, North 1997 
Jim McIntyre, Henry 1945 
Lawrence McKenzie, Henry 2003 
Ton Nordland, Roosevelt 1957 
Martin Norton, Central 1921 
 

 
Jim Fritsche, Humboldt 1949 
LeRoy Gardner, Central 1965 
Moe Hargrow, Highland Park 2001 
Jim Hill, Central 1967 
Black Rasey, Central 1921 
 

 


